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Welcome to the 8th Grade Math course. For this school year I have outlined the topics that I expect to cover. 
Description

This course is designed to teach students the basic principles of Algebra and its many ramifications. While integrating more practical examples that will make learning these skills less abstract thus making students more receptive to what is being taught. 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES
1. To develop the manipulative skills of mathematics.

2. To develop an appreciation of the role of mathematics and the mathematician in our modern society.

3. To develop an understanding of the deductive methods of modern mathematics.

4. To develop national literacy of mathematical terms and ideas as they are used in our modern age society

Basic Skills to Be Covered in Class 

Students will apply general critical thinking skills to:
1. Problem Solving

2. Graphing Linear Equations

3. Solving Equations and Inequalities

4. Working with Polynomials

5. Rational Expression

Text book

Algebra 1 (2012) Holt McDougal

INSTRUCTIONAL PACING OVERVIEW
Quarter I

Equations

· Basic Equations

Test and Quiz

Inequalities

· Inequalities

· * Test and Quiz

· Graphing

· Quiz 

Quarter II

 Functions

· Characteristics of  Functions

· Test

·  Linear Functions

· Test and Quiz

System of Equations

· System of Equations and Inequalities
· *Test and Quiz

Quarter III and Quarter IV

Polynomials

· Exponents and Polynomials
· Test and Quiz

· Factoring Polynomials

· Test

· Quadratic Functions

· Quiz and Test

Data Analysis and Probability

Data Analysis
Test and Quiz
· Probability

Quiz

EVALUATION METHODS
· TESTS

· QUIZZES

· DAILY WORK ( All unfinished classwork must be completed at home)
. Remember this is an outline and changes are necessary according to the student's needs. Additional topics and supplementary materials will be added to this course to further ensure students success in the development of better math skills thus ensuring more success.

Class Procedures & Discipline Policy 

Procedures and policies concerning late assignments and make-up work: 

Unexcused late work (including homework as well as major assignments) will not be accepted in this class. 

In the case of an excused absence, the student must turn in assignments within two days of the absence and, also within the two-day period, must make up tests that were administered during the absence. (The student should make arrangements with the teacher.) If an assignment was given before the absence, the student is expected to send the work or turn it in on the day of his or her return to school. 

If the student does not have access to a computer or typewriter at home, the parent should notify the teacher at the beginning of the school year so there is time to explore possible options.

The teacher will not excuse work that is late due to printer problems (no ink cartridge, etc.). The student must also bring, on or before the assignment due date, a parent note which describes the nature/circumstances of the problem. 

When major technology problems occur unexpectedly (a computer crash, for example), the student may handwrite the composition neatly in black ink on paper. The student must submit a parent note of explanation along with the handwritten work. In the case of a major technology problem the evening before the due date for an assignment or project, the student may be granted a brief extension. The student must bring a parent note of explanation on or before the date the assignment is due. 

Discipline Policies
The teacher will try to work with each student in areas that need improvement. If problems persist, the teacher will notify the student's parent(s). If misbehavior continues, the teacher will submit a referral to the social worker/administration for action. Students who create severe disturbances in class will be removed immediately. Further, the teacher will support all school policies outlined in the Student Handbook and will follow the Discipline Plan required by school administration. Classroom rules include: 

· Be on time. (The teacher will follow school policy.) If you are late for any reason, you must furnish a late pass from the school office, even if you have a pass from another teacher. 

· Bring appropriate materials. 

· Have completed homework in class. (Students will not be able to return to their lockers during class.) 

· Follow procedures for unexcused absences. (See student handbook.) 

· Limit requests for restroom visits to extreme emergencies. 

· Refrain from speaking out in class and calling out responses. You must raise your hand.

· Leave gum and candy out of the classroom. 

· Refrain from leaving seat without permission. 

· Refrain from socializing and behaving in a disruptive manner.

· Cell phones are prohibited.

· Sit up during class. (It helps concentration.) 

· Read and abide by rules and procedures outlined in the student regulation. 

· Respect others' right to learn. 

